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WAR DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
MEMORANDUM 


2 August 196. 


MEMO FOR: Gen. Vandenberg. 


Attached is your copy of 


the memo to-the Secretary, 


which was given to him yesterday. 
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1 August 19h6, 


MeMOPANDUM FOR: The Secretary of “Nar, 


SUBJECT: Nuclear Intelligenca, 


there is need to re-evaluate the intelligence aspects of tho 
Manhattan Engineorim= District, particularly in the light of the es- 
tablishnent of a National Intelligence Authority, and there 1s need 
for a firm intramailitary understanding before the enactment of control 
‘Legislation on nuclear fission, 


It would seem to moe that our War Nepartment Director of 
Iintelligenes, ONL, and the State Department sould not be progeribed 
from activd pursuit of intellironce leads in the field of nuclear 
fiscion, whether the information be of importance for military or 
civilian purposes, Not only should thesg azeneles be free to pick 
up such intelligence in the normal course of their activities, but 
they should be directed to pursue such intelligence, 


There 1p at the moment no field of foreign intellicence of 
more vital importance to our national security than that of nuclear 
developments. The intense foreirn activity in this field, both for 
nilitary and industrial purposes, is one which we must monitor with 
all the resources which we oan mnuster,. In order most effectively to 
marshal our intelligence resources for this task, there ig need of 
compotent and authoritative coordination between the various agencies. 
while the ever~all vesponsibility for this task ig vested, by Fresi~ 
dentlel directive, in the Director of Ventval Drtelligence, who is 
charged with the "correlation and evuelusiion of intelligence relating 
to national security", the various national intelligence agencics, 
including thore of the War, Stato and Navy Departments, should be 
wost alert ty those aspects of tite problem falling in their Spheres. 
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"1, I desire that you make available to the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff all intelligenca and information relating to the 
apabllities and intentions of nations other than the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and Canada regarding atomic warfare. 
I further desire that the Manhattan Engineering District assist 
‘the intelligence agency of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the 
fullest extent in tho latter's evaluation of tha capabilitios 
and intentions of thoso nations, 


"2, Tho arrangements for implementing this directive should 
be made direetly with the Joint Intolligence Committee of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff.” - 


T take it that, bec@yse the officers of the Manhattan Engineoring 

| ‘District state that the President's verbal directive fives complete 

authority in these matters to General Groves, 1% is felt that the only 

relief could come from Presidential directive. On the other hand, I 

umeratand from my recent conversation with you that you are able to 

direct auch action without recourse to the President. if my under 

atanding is correct, thia course would certainly save valuable time 

and much unnecessary paper work. — 


It may interest you to know that this proposed directive 
hes already had the approval. of Admirals Nimitz and Leahy, and is 
presently under discussion in the War Department, preparatory to con- 
sideration by the Chief of Staff, It seems to me that not only is it ¥ 
highly desirable that you issue the above directive, or its equivalent, 
but alse that 4t should be made clear through appropriate channels 
that our various normal intellisonce agencies should be free to pick 
| Up miclear fission intelligence, I have in mind foreign intelligence, 
- exclusive ‘of the United Kingdom end ‘Canada; = a 


‘ 
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This would not bar the Manhattan Engineering District from 
having its own intelligence agency in much the same Way ag the technical 
services have their own technical intelligence agencies, however it 
would serve to coordinate intelligence operations in this field by 
subjecting them to proper overall administrative control, Without 
some such definitive interrelationship the position of the Director 
of Central Intelligence, for example y is anubiguous. 


ee "For instance, in the NIA Directive No, 1 the Diractor of 
“Central ‘Intelligence operates in ‘accordance with the following = «| 
_ Instructions: 


2 
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| 95, Such intelligence received by the intelligence agencics 
of your Departments as may be designated by the Natdonal 
Intelligence Authority shall be freely available to the Director 
of Central Intelligence for correlation, evaluation or dissemi=- 
nation. To the extent approved by the National Intellicence 
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ee pia operations of eaid: intel gence agencies shall. 
be open to inspection by the Director of Central Keates 
ae in. ‘somnegtion ssegit Planning functions 


ee He 


8 mecha the cope of, ged La and Fresidential, .. 


prreatiess relating 4 78 the: national isons. as is in their 
gy end as: ithe: Director -of Central Intelligence may | 
from. tine ta: ‘tdmarequeat pursuant. to. soruetions of the - 

henel i; Safed conoe: Auiportys! 


senigeon ‘dn: rmiclesr: ‘fission available to ‘the Director of Central: 
Han ‘the pane way that: ee to have: pecees to aay other 


nMifeatly,. information on pur: gunk ct pecent. seceloaet 
of teahn jus and war Aeyices, depending on’ nuclear fission should be 
‘ ped te: ante. uomber. of: Jndivi dusty canatstent with. effective 
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Inteliirance, the Director of Plans and Oporats ons, and the Director of 
Research and Development. ach of these individuals must have access 

to such information on our own developments as is raquisite to carryinc 
out their respective responsiblilties. Thus, those responsible for 
intelligences showld have acensa te such Manhattan Lacts hai may heve 4 
hoarine oa thede effectual cvoluintion of foreisn intellicence in this 
flold, Yhe Uireetor of Mans and Operations should have access to such 
information on our own nuclear biel wedi as are relevant to strateric 
planning, to lomistices, and to operational. usee Corresponding consideram 
tions apply tio the Director of Nesearech and Lbecdlomiens, with respect 
to his responsibility for directing our developmental efforts; either 
he is or he is not responsible for the over-all direction of our ree 
search procrant 


In each of these cases there is the difficult, but not insolvable, 
problem of deciding just how much each of these individuals must know in 
order to carry out their responsibllities, and of the extent to which 
they may call in experts from their orm shops in makine use of this 
informition, ‘ny case in which these oa viona can nat be arrived at 


by mutuedl cdvesandetake ean sil should ue resolved by the Chict of abate 
ear ae 8 neeoggar vy, by the Oecrovary of 
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